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ABSTRACT 

In this research ar t ic le  an effor t  has been  

made to  highlight  the impor tance of eco -

cr i t ic ism so as to  avo id  confl ict  between 

mankind and wi ld  animals.  Here the  

author  re fers to  a  few shades  o f Marxism 

and  asser ts  the  impor tance of ' revo lut ion '  

and  's truggle ' .  There  are rare people  l ike  

Nirmal and Nil ima who shi f t  to  tr ibal  

areas and  dedicate themselves fo r  the  

educat ion of chi ldren of tr iba l  people.  

Like Florance Night ingale and Mother  

Teresa,  Ni l ima takes care o f medical  

needs o f these help less  people and also  

trains women as nurses .  In  sp ite  o f a l l  

love for  wife ,  Nirmal  leaves his d iary 

only for  the reading of Kanai  and not  

wife .  Li fe  o f Lusibar i  is  a t trac t ive for  

lovers o f wi ld  l i fe  and hence Piya ,  a  

great  researcher ,  adjus ts  with Fokir  in al l  

odd si tuat ions.  Amitav Ghosh can be  

regarded  a p ic tor ial  a r t i st  as he has  

painted  severa l   p ictures  o f  h ight ides  

and  lo w t ides,  cyclone ,  moon -ra inbow,  

sun r ise,  sun set  and f lowers.  

Who is hungry here  the tides? the animals? the 

government officers who swallow the share of 

tribals? the old refugees? the new refugees? the 

crocodiles? the snakes? The author does not blame 

only the tides for human problems and asks people 

to think of natural atmosphere and tribals seriously. 

Keywords :Revolut ion,  Struggle,  

P ictor ial  ar t i st ,  e tc .   

 

The Hungry Tide  (2004)  has ap tly  

been regarded as a  treat ise on eco logy as  

the author  Amitav Ghosh i s  out  and out  a  

lover  o f  natural  objects and  the tr iba l  

people.  He has ment ioned the br ig ht  and  

dark aspects o f  Lusibar i  and  

Morichjhap i ,  West  Bengal  in this novel .  

Like Will iam Wordsworth and S.T .  

Coler idge,  he observed the r ivers ,  ocean,  

birds ,  crocodiles,  snakes,  t igers ,  and  

other  animals o f this  a rea well  set t led by 

Daniel  in 1920.  This  Scot t i sh fe l lo w 

wanted to  establ ish a  classless soc iety in  

this area o f  more  than three hundred  

ki lometers and succeeded in his miss ion 

wi th the help o f M.K. Gandhi and R.N.  

Tagore.  A lot  o f  re fugees se t t led here as  

the land was  free .  After  1942 many 

Bengalees became vict ims of  famine  and  

reached  Lusibar i  for  she lter  and food.  

Since they knew the ar t  of f ishing,  they 

caught f ish and so ld them in the market  

to  manage their  fami l ies  and chi ldren.  

In The Hungry Tide, the  author  

refers to  low t ides tha t  spread water  on 

ear th and the se t t ler s  feel  a  lot  o f  

problems due to  mud in  front  o f  their  

huts.  Due to  high t ides ,  they have to  

suffer  horr ible  disasters  and often they 

wai t  for  a  few days to  reset t le  the ir  

shacks.  Quite  o ften they prepare new 

huts wi th dry grass and bamboos and  

remain hungry for  many days.  

With this  landscape  of  Lusibar i ,  

the author  relates  the  theme of  Marxism 

wi th the he lp o f Nirmal,  lec turer  o f  

English at  Ashutosh College of  Calcut ta .  

Nil ima was  his favori te  s tudent  and was  

wel l  impressed wi t h his grand  lectures .  

Soon they go t  marr ied in  a  s ingle  

ceremony in Calcut ta .  When Nirmal fel t  

i l l  the physician advised him ofthe  

change of cl imate and hence Ni l ima and  

Nirmal vis i ted Lusibar i  for  a  few days .  

Like H.D. Thoreau,  an Amer ican Yogi,  

both of them decided to set t le  

permanently in Lusibar i  and prepared a  

house to  survive there.  Soon they became 

acquainted wi th the tr ibal  children.  

With the he lp o f the government  

of Bengal ,  a  hosp ital  was establ ished in  

Lusibar i ,  Here  the  children were taught  

the three  Rs wi th vigor  and  zeal .  A union  

of wo men was formed to  check their  
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exploi ta t ion.  Nirmal had stu d ied The Das  

Capital  wr it ten by Karl  Marx and  hence  

ha ted every kind of exploitat ion.  Soon 

the re fugees o f  Madhya  Pradesh reached  

there for  secur i ty and foo d and the  

government  o f West  Bengal  d idn’t  al lo w 

th is .  The result  was a  confl ict  between 

the new refugees and  the government.  

However ,  a  lot  o f refugees reached  

Marichjhap i  a f ter  the war  of Bangla Desh 

(1941)  as they had been the vict ims of  

upper -class  Musl ims in Dhaka  and nearby 

places.  The si tuat ion became dark,  

gloomy,  and ser ious and the government  

off icers  reacted  bad ly.  On so  many 

occasions warning was issued to  the new 

se tt ler s but  in vain! Here the t igers o ften 

ki l led human beings and small  animals.  

Many tr icks were adopted for  social  

securi ty but  in va in!  

The author  highlights the  

atmosphere o f fear  and terror  though 

Piya had come here to  do an advanced  

study on a par t icular  species o f do lphins  

found in Lusibar i .  She was  real ly he lped  

bythe uneducated Fokir  who took the r i sk 

of his l i fe  for  her .  Soon both of them 

shared their  emotions,  feel ings ,  passions ,  

and obsessions though fa i led to  

communicate wi th human language.  

Kanai  asked Piya tha t  i t  was s trange tha t  

she depended too much on Fokir ,  an 

i l l i t era te  and uncivil ized fe l lo w. But then 

she real ized the  pure fee l ings and  

dedica tion of Fokir  for  hersel f.  Since he  

had  sai led  a  boat  here  for  many years,  he  

knew the exact  p laces  where do lphins  

and crabs were easi ly seen.  He knew ho w 

to protect  P iya,  Tul t ul ,  and  himsel f in  the  

dark night  on the bank of r iver .  

 

Dr .  Anita  Sree  remarks :  

The l i terary and  cr i t ical  interest  

in environment and green poli t ics i s  a  

recent  development wi th a  cr i t ical  

approach known as eco -cr i t ic i sm. In the  

present  century ,  many wr i ter s have  

emerged to  demonstrate  the centra l i ty o f  

environmenta l  concerns and  the ir  

profound connect ion wi th l i tera ture .  One  

such wri ter  i s  Amitav Ghosh.  The  

rela t ionship  between nature and soc ie ty  

plays  a  prominent  role  in  a  country l ike  

Ind ia wi th ecosystems ranging from 

Himalayas in North to  the Indian Ocean 

in South and fro m Sundarbans in the East  

to  the dry Thar  or  the  West .  Moreover  

human cul ture i s  connected to  the  

environment a ffect ing i t  and also  

affec ted by i t .  The object ive o f this . . .  

novel  o f Amitav Ghosh The Hungry 

Tideis to  explore how far  an ecocri t ical  

perspect ive i l luminates this selec t  novel .  

(Ecocr i t ica l  Study . . .  T ide  www.je t ir .org 

2018,  Vol .  5 ,  p .  297)  

Li fe - l ike pictures  o f  Lusibar i ,  

Morichjhap i ,  Garjontola,  Canning,  

Gosaba,  Sa tjel ia ,  and  Emilybari  a re  

wonder ful  and i t  seems that  we are  

enjoying wander ing in the tr iba l  area.  As 

a  real i st ,  the author  does not  hide the  

bi t ter  rea l i t ies o f this  a rea because many 

sa i lors became vic t ims  of sto rms ,  high 

t ides ,  and animals.  In a  pa thet ic  mood,  

he  says  that  there are  wido ws in  their  

twenties  and only a  few lucky wido ws in  

their  th ir t ies.  There  i s  no objec tion i f  a  

wido w wishes to  remarry but  then there  

are no men for  that .  

Yet  Ni l ima works day and night  

in the hospi ta l .  Many widows are t ra ined  

as nurses and Moyna i s  one of them. The  

unfor tunate  death o f Kusum is re ferred to  

br ie fly.  But the author  exposes  Dil ip  

Chaudhary as he pushes  Kusum's mother  

into  pros t i tut ion in  Dhanbad .  The  author  

br ie fly re fers  to  the miserable l i fe  o f  the  

miners  o f Dhanbad .  

Actual ly,  Lusibar i  and o ther  

tehsi ls  are meant for  trees,  r ivers and  

animals.  But the re fugees  have  inhab ited  

there agains t  the orders o f the  

government .  Nirmal ,  a  Marxis t ,  f inds no  

di fference between man and man and  

asser ts  that  ‘revo lut ion’  i s  needed  in this  

area for  the  safe ty and  securi ty o f  

tr iba ls.  He had to  run from Calcutta  long 

ago  as he was  an ac tivist .  Once aga in he  

insp ired  the  re fugees:  ‘Struggle’  must  go  

on for  a  br ight  future.  But the state  

government can’t  provide financia l  

assi s tance for  the welfare o f more than 

thir ty thousand refugees .  

Nirmal  joins  the struggle and  

revo lt  o f the tr iba ls o f  M orichjhap i  for  

equal i ty,  l iber ty,  secur i ty ,  and set t lement  

but  real ly fa i l s  in  his miss ion   What i s  

he against  so  many?  Moreover ,  he had no  

union and fe l lo w workers to  fol low him.  

He didn ' t  revea l  his inte res t  in the a ffa ir s  

of Morichjhap i  to  Nil ima because ,  to  

him, she belongs to  a  'c lass ' .  This  
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pinches her  as she i s  devoted to  tr ibal  

men and  women.  There is  no pr ide in her  

mind and she never  asser ts  her  authori ty.  

In this novel ,  the word 'comrade ' is  used  

as communis ts  fa i l  to  to lera te  any 

government  author i ty.  

As a  feminis t ,  the author  refers to  

aninc ident  when the father - in- law forced  

his daughter - in-law to  have sex wi th him.   

Since she at tacked him to  defend herse l f,  

she was turned out  o f home.  This i s  al l  

the presence of pa tr ia rchy,  so disgusting 

for  the author .  

The theme  of eco -cr i t ic i sm has  

been ful ly developed with due emphasis  

on the pro tec tion of t igers,  crocodi les ,  

and o ther  animals.  But then the quest ion 

of human secur i ty can ' t  be ignored.  

Hence  the  author  wishes to  maintain a  

balance between human society and  

ecology.  He warns  the  readers wi th his  

nar rat ive ar t  that  the p roblem of glo bal  

warming can 't  be  neglected  at  any cost .  

Secondly,  people  have to  pay a t tention to  

fa l l ing water  levels .  Thi rdly,  the scarc i ty  

of water  has crea ted a  ser ious threat  to  

the whole mankind .  Four thly,  the water  

from pumping se t  i s  wasted  in urban 

areas.  Fi f thly,  the water  can be saved  

wi th a  ra in-harvest ing sys tem.  Sixthly,  

pools,  r ivers ,  and  ponds can help us  

maintain the water  level  of the ear th.  I f  a  

lot  o f t rees  are  cut  as a  rout ine,  the  

mountains wi l l  be naked and hence a  

threa t  to  mankind.  I f  the waste  of  

factor ies i sd iver ted towards r ivers,  

people wi l l  have to  dr ink po lluted water .  

Dangers to  public  heal th are many and  

al l  need urgent  public  at tent ion and  

coopera tion.  Dr.  A.  Amitha  Sree  remarks  

:  

This novel  o f Amitav Ghosh,  

considers the confl ic ts  between the  

environment and i ts  tenacious residents,  

and between those groups intent  on 

preserving the Sundarbans unique aquat ic  

l i fe  and t iger  populat ion;  so met ime at  the  

expense of i t s  residents.  The novel 's  

centre  charac ter  i s  a  sc ienti s t ,  the  

Amer ican Piya l i  Roy of  India decent .  So  

i t  is  no t  surpr is ing that  technology 

appears wi th some frequency throughout  

The Hungry Tide .  Ghosh offers  both 

warnings and cautions o f how i t  can mix 

wi th nature .  Amitav Ghosh has  

discovered ye t  another  new terr i tory,  

summoning a singular  place from i t s  

his tory,  language and  the  myth and  

br inging i t  to  l i fe .  Yet  the  achievement  

of The Hungry Tide  is  in i t s  explorat ion 

of a  far  darker  and more unknowable  

jungle,  the human hear t .  ( Ecocri t ical  

Study . . .  T ide  www.je t ir .org 2018,  Vol.  

5 ,  p .  299)  

After  the dea th o f Daniel ,  his  son 

James paid  a  br ie f  vis i t  to  Sundarbans  

(1139)  and entrusted i t s  management to  

clerks.  Unfortunate ly,  these assistants  

and c lerks had no love and sympathy for  

na tura l  objects and vict ims of s torms.  

Secondly,  the  abol i t ion of the  Zamindar i  

sys tem d idn ' t  improve the condi t ions o f  

refugees.  Whenever  the t igers go t  ki l led,  

the re fugees were taken to  task.  

Kanai  ident i fies himsel f wi th the  

people o f Lusibar i  and fee ls comfortab le  

wi th  Aunt  Ni l ima.  He i s  de lighted  to  see  

that  the hospi tal  and  the school were  

highly useful  for  tr ibal  people.  The  

ne twork of  elec tr ic i ty had been spread  

but  the high t ide and the sto rm para lyzed  

i t .  The generator  se t  provided service for  

two-three  hours  a f ter  sunset .  Actua lly ,  

the author  aspires  to  suggest    (a )  more  

faci l i t ies  must  be provided there  (b)  

Tribals ought to  be regarded as members  

of society (c)  Equal  r ights must  be  

granted to  them for  progress (d)  Bengal  

police off icers should  feel  sympathy for  

human be ings as wel l  as animals.  (e)  

Harmony be tween men and animals ought  

to  be es tabl i shed at  every cost .  ( f )  

Poli t ica l  changes in  Kolka tta  needn ' t  

affec t  the tr iba l  pol ic ies .  

Whi le  analyz ing the int imate re la t io nship  

of na ture wi th human l i fe ,  D.  Aswini  and  

Dr.  S.  Thirunavekkarsu aptly  opine  :  

Accord ing to  cer tain  group of  

Tribal  sec ts,  the land  cannot be  bought  or  

sold because they imagine i t  as the ir  

mother .  In the ancient  days,  chi ldren are  

exposed  to  var ious p lants and  animals  

and are exp la ined the  signi ficance and  

the use o f such species.  E nvironmental  

ethics were taught to  young people  

through verbal ly in  the ir  childhood  

i t se l f .  . . .  Rivers a re  considered and  

worshipped as goddesses,  especial ly the  

hol ies t  of ho ly r ivers Ganga i s  a  source  

of  salva tion for  anyone.  Forests have  

been the abode of  grea t  sages and were  

the center  o f great  in te l lectua l  ac t ivi ty as  
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most  o f the gurukulas  were  located in  

fores ts.  In add it ion to  this,  the f ive  

elements o f nature are worshipped as  

Gods in our  nat ion.  

In the present  scenar io  

environmenta l  issue  i s  banal  throughout  

the wor ld . . .  (Ecocri t ical  Study . . .  T ide  

www.jet ir .  journal  org.  2015,  p .  94)  

A br ie f re ference i s  made to  the  

school of Kumirmari  as the chi ldren lead  

a poor  l i fe  there  also.  Now two t igers  are  

ki l led by the  tr iba ls  out  o f  revenge  

because a lmo st  every day one or  the  

other  ge ts  ki l led by wi ld  animals.  This  

event  crea ted a  sensa tion in the  

government  o ffice o f Wildl i fe  and act ion 

was  to  be taken aga inst  lawbreakers .  At  

this cr i t ica l  junc ture ,  Nirmal fa i l s  to  take  

any ac tion as harmony between hum an 

beings and animals  gets dis turbed.  

Animals at tack human beings when they 

are hungry and government fa i l s  to  

provide them anything to  ea t .  Sanjay 

Gupta f inds the cause  of  confl ict  between 

human beings and animals and remarks :  

Animal attack for Morse lAlone in the  

year  2022,  more  than hal f  a  dozen  

ins tances  havebeen reported to  the s ta ff  

of fores t  depar tments fal l ing under  

var ious concerned po l ice stat ions,  in  

which the leopard ran away wi th goat ,  or  

sheep or  a t tacked chi ldren,  vi l lagers and  

in  one of the  incident s  go t  e lec trocuted  

at  a  Peepal  t ree due to  a  high tens ion 

elec tr ica l  wire.  . . .  Also these big ca ts  

tend to  roam around in the open areas in  

winter ,  which i s  seen to  ampl i fy the  

possib il i ty o f them coming in contact  

wi th humans.  (Times of  India  (3
r d

 Apr i l ,  

2022)  p .  2)  

Sanjay Gupta re fers to  an incident  o f  

Mundhapande in this a r t ic le  and quotes  

Sharma :  

 

The Encounter Continues  Adds,  

Sharma.  " In a  dar ing and rare example o f  

courage,  a  woman,  whose  house fal ls  

under  the Mundhapande police stat ion 

area,  snatched her  chi ld  fro m the cruel  

jaws of a  leopard,  who stuffed her  chi ld  

in her  jaws whi le  they were s leep ing at  

night .  Clashing wi th the leopard - l ike a  

dare -devil ,  she made the leopard run 

away,  leaving her  chi ld  behind,  though 

there were severa l  injury marks.  I t  was  

reported  tha t  the leopard was young in  

age."  (Qtd.  by Sanjay Gupta Times of  

Ind ia  (3
r d

 Apri l  2022)  p .  2)  

But Simarn Singh refers  to  the provis ion 

of law agains t  ki l ler s o f  animals and says  

:  

'As  there  i s  a  Wild li fe  Protect ion 

Act and many penal  provis ions are there  

in the Act ,  both fores t  department and  

civi l ians are l iable to  be booked for  

derel ic t ion.  Also,  animals are bound to  

cross the  forest  areas  and enter  the  

hab itable  zone;  i t  i s  the  duty of  fores t  

department to  keep a  str ic t  vigi l  on 

animals by way of barr icading the  porous  

areas.  The civil ians,  in  frenzy,  ki l l  the  

animals to  save the ir  l ives and la ter  by 

the pol ice and fores t  department are  

booked under  var ious sect ions o f  

Wildl i fe  Protect ion Act;  booking of  

vi l lagers leaves them wi th bi t ter  

experience. '   (Qtd.  T imes of India  (2022)  

p .  2)  

Then the author  re fers to  the  

traged ies created in West  Bengal  t r iba l  

areas by nature such as floods and  

cyclones .  All  the crops are ruined by 

such disas ters and tr ibals have to  depend  

upon the fi sh alone.  Kusum to ld Nirmal  

about her  short  marr iage affa ir  wi th  

Rajen and the b ir th  o f Fokir .  Once aga in 

chance kil l s  Rajen and br i ngs new 

misfor tunes in her  l i fe .  But Moyna 

doesn ' t  want to  be d is turbed by the  

presence  of Piya  as Fokir  might f l i r t  wi th  

the sc ient i st  and  leave her .  Surprisingly 

Fokir  kno ws a lo t  about the conduct  o f  

dolphins such as   

  Where are do lphins easi ly found in  

Lusibar i?  

  Why do they no t  prefer  sa l ty water?  

  Why do they hide themselves in mud 

areas?  

  Why do they jump in the  water?  

  How do they kil l  their  p rey?  

  What are other  var ie t ies  of do lphins?  

  What i s  the ir  breeding per iod?  

Nirmal wishes to  se t t le  in  

Morichjhap i  a f ter  his ret irement but  al l  

of a  sudden he d isappears wi thout any 

information to  Nil ima.  

So,  harmony has go t  to  be  

es tabl i shed be tween human beings and  

na ture.  Secondly,  the lust  to  colonize  the  

tr iba l  areas must  be  given up.  Thirdly,  

the volunteers and the government  

agencies ought to  make  arrangements for  
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clean water  for  anima ls.  Fourthly,  the  

poachers must  be punished as they sel l  

d i f ferent  par ts  o f the  animal 's  body.  

Fi f thly,  no laws apply to  animals l ike  

t igers,  crocodiles,  snakes ,  and l ions as  

they have ever  been free in the lap of  

na ture.  Human be ings  have to  accept  

cer tain l imi tat ions  in their  o wn interes t .  
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